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INSIDER’S EDGE: Issue 149: 2017 MCHP Premium Amounts 

Insiders, I’m so excited to share the news about the Maryland Children’s Health Plan (MCHP) Premium, I 

had to send this update a full day early. Let’s revisit the MCHP program, and then we’ll address new 

premium amounts for families that are enrolled in MCHP Premium. 

 

Yes, baby goats are called kids, but MCHP is definitely for children. 

MCHP Premium is low-cost health insurance coverage for higher-income children up to age 19 between 

212% - 322% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).  MCHP Premium provides access to health insurance 

coverage for eligible uninsured children through the Maryland Managed Care Program, HealthChoice, 

for a modest monthly premium. (Yes, that’s why it’s called MCHP Premium!)  

There are circumstances in which a child can have both private health insurance and Medicaid coverage. 

Medicaid covers children up to 138% FPL even if they have primary health insurance coverage from 

another source. However, children are not eligible for MCHP or MCHP Premium if they have other 

health insurance, even if they meet the other eligibility requirements. If a child’s other health insurance 

doesn’t qualify as minimum essential coverage (MEC), the child will be able to enroll in whichever 

program they qualify for—Medicaid, MCHP, or MCHP Premium.  

The premium amount charged for MCHP Premium is assessed per family, not per child. The 2017 

premiums amounts are: 

 D02 coverage group: $54 per month for a family 212-264% FPL; 

 D04 coverage group: $67 per month for a family 265-322% FPL; 

 American Indians and Native Alaskans do not have to pay a monthly premium to enroll in MCHP 

Premium. 

So, what can customers expect? 

 Applicants new to Medicaid who are found eligible for MCHP Premium using Maryland Health 

Connection will be billed for the 2017 amount effective June 1, 2017. 

 Existing MCHP Premium enrollees will be billed for the 2017 amount effective June 1, 2017.  
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See also: 

 Issue 58: INSIDER’S EDGE: Medical Assistance for Kids and Secondary Insurance—The Fine Print 

 Issue 131: INSIDER’S EDGE: MCHP Premium, EID, and ICS Payments 

Questions? Send them to dhmh.medicaidmarge@maryland.gov.  

https://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/medicaidmarge/Shared%20Documents/MCHP%20Premium/Issue%2058.pdf
https://mmcp.dhmh.maryland.gov/medicaidmarge/Shared%20Documents/MCHP%20Premium/issue_131.pdf
mailto:dhmh.medicaidmarge@maryland.gov

